Workshop Assessment Tool – Discerning our Personal Mission & How to Fund It

Discover your personal mission: 
1. Think about the biggest gift anyone has given you. Who were the donors and have they been strong influencers on you? How did that make you feel?







2. Think about two or three formative experiences in your life. How did they shape your core values? What is important to you and what values guide the choices you make in life? 









3. What are your top 2 or 3 core values? How do these values speak to the kind of giver you want to be?








4. What motivates you to give?













Interests and Passions – How you want to help

1. Are there any issues, causes, places, or populations that you care about deeply? Do you have specific populations or geographic scope you want to focus on? 









2. Has any event, individual, or organization moved or touched you in a significant way? Have you had an intense personal or family experience with an issue or cause?











3. What issues do you want to affect? Why? How? What outrages or angers you? What inspires you about what is possible for the future?










4. Are you currently involved in an issue or organization where you can imagine becoming more deeply engaged? Do you have a desire to honor a family member or close friend?







Evaluate your past giving: 

1. Which of your gifts have given you the most satisfaction? In what way? 







2. Which have given the least? Why? 







3. What do you feel have been your most important gifts? What made them significant? 





Action Plan – Next Steps

1. Create your personal mission statement.








2. Develop a list of nonprofits that are in your interest areas.







3. If unfamiliar with any of the organizations, conduct online research and/or call to learn more about what the organization needs. 
4. Speak with someone who works in fundraising at one of your target nonprofits to determine what you can achieve at various levels of donation 

Allocate your financial resources – How will you fund your giving? 

1. Create a budget for giving on a monthly or annual basis. 
2. Create target short- and long-term donation amounts and frequency. 
3. Discuss giving goals with your family or partner. 
4. Evaluate whether the current charities you support align with your mission, and if necessary, reallocate funds to align with priorities. 
5. Discuss charitable giving with your advisor, and indicate you’d like to incorporate it into your financial or legacy plan. 
6. Explore options for including charitable giving in a legacy plan. 
7. Make a charity a beneficiary of your will or estate plan. 
8. Investigate whether a giving vehicle such as a charitable annuity or donor-advised fund could be right for you. If so, take steps to set up a charitable giving vehicle. 
9. Look into aligning your personal investment strategy with your philanthropic strategy

Commit to your action plan 
1. Prioritize and pick three steps to accomplish over the next year
2. Review and identify three short-term items that can be accomplished within the next three months.
3. Schedule a calendar reminder to revisit this plan in three months to decide what you’ll accomplish next. 

