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“From the perspective of the gospel, fundraising is not a response to a crisis.  

Fundraising is, first and foremost, a form of ministry.  It is a way of announcing 

our vision and inviting other people into our mission….vision gives us courage to 

speak when we might want to remain silent…we offer other people an 

opportunity to participate with us in our vision and mission…we are declaring 

we have a vision that is amazing and exciting.  We are inviting [people] to invest 

[themselves] through the resources that God has given [them] – energy, prayers, 

money – in this work to which God has called us.”

Henri Nouwen - Spirituality of Fundraising



Mission: To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 

of the world.

Vision: The United Methodist Church forms disciples of Jesus 

Christ who, empowered by the Holy Spirit, love boldly, serve 

joyfully, and lead courageously in local communities and 

worldwide connections.

The UMC



• WHY are you doing the campaign – theological grounding

• WHAT is the context in which it will be happening – what do you know 

about your church and community?

• HOW will it work – all the technical stuff including letters, sermons, 

publicity, etc.

• WHO will be involved – who will be part of this celebration and which of 

their gifts are they being asked to share?

• WHEN will it be?  It does matter!  Fall is traditional, what is contextual?

What we’ll cover today



Why?



“8 Above all, show sincere love to each other, because love 
brings about the forgiveness of many sins. 9 Open your 
homes to each other without complaining. 10 And serve 

each other according to the gift each person has received, 
as good managers of God’s diverse gifts. 11 Whoever 
speaks should do so as those who speak God’s word. 

Whoever serves should do so from the strength that God 
furnishes. Do this so that in everything God may be 

honored through Jesus Christ. To God be honor and power 
forever and always. Amen.” (I Peter 4:8-11)



“Stewardship is the outward and 
visible sign of our inner and personal 

relationship with God.”



What?







Who are the people 
in my faith 
community?  

Philanthropic
Autobiographies

Individual Edition



What does my faith 
community think 
about giving?

Philanthropic
Autobiographies

Faith Community Edition



Money Autobiography
By Dan Dick



How?



What is prevalent in your context?  

The program doesn’t matter if you don’t know your WHY

Sharing one’s passion Very detailed program Focused Campaign -  Gratitude



Dear David and Lisa,

You are a blessing to our church! We 
thank you for your kind and generous 
support. Your contributions are essential 
to our ongoing ministries and mission of 
sharing Christ’s love. 

In the first seven months of this year 
alone, your gifts have helped us to 
welcome a new pastor; repair building 
doors; offer Vacation Bible School; 
support our food and clothing ministries; 
facilitate community groups; and host 
special services during Holy Week. 

Your continued support will allow us to 
continue and expand our ministries.

Sincerely,

______ UMC Finance Committee



Who?



When?





Questions?
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